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The ELDERS: and 


ol che ſeverat BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


+ 


ESSENGERS 


Meeting ar Aer, Bengworth, Birmingham, Bourton, Brit. 


* thlane, Cirenceſter, Dudley, Hooknorton, Middleton, Ner- 


Pore, Trwhlny, and Warwick, (having received Letters 


ſcom Bromſgrove, ini * Uplon, 75 — 
ceſter) met in ASSOCIATION, at Warwres, Jon t 

- thaw! 1oth, 1778; bolding chẽ Danes of Three 

- equal Parſons in the Union of the glorious Godhead ; eternal 


aal perſonal Elefiion; original Sn; particular Redemption; 


free Juſtification, by the Righteouſneſs of Custer imputed; 
* "efficacious Grace'in Regeneration; and the final Perſeverance 
bf "the Saints; : J ; 


To the ſeveral Cüpnents they repreſent, ſend Chriſtian Salu+ 
Ls oh, wiſning Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from God our 
Father, aud vyr Lord Jeſus Chi y | | 

; 7 


Dearih beloved Friends and Brethren'® | 
HE time for our annual Convention, as your Meſſengers 
aud Repreſentatives, is come; as is alſo the time to com- 
pole and tranſmit to you another affectionate Epiſtle: and we 
truſt, node of us have been wanting in our warmeſt addreſſes at 
the Throne of God, that the one may be bleſſed to us, and the 
other to you, Permit us then to remind you, that a poſſeſſion 
of the Grace of Jeſus, and a profeſſion of his Name and Truth, 
are the higheſt and pobleſt ornaments of our nature and charac 
ter. What we with to have principally in our view then, is, to 
promote, as much as may be, the inward Power of Religion 
amongſt us all. If this proſpers, we are well ſatisfied-every 
thing elſe wil proſper. Then love, and peace, and patience, 
oy ure and happineſs, will abound ; —The Houſe of God will 
| be frequented, and prayer meetings duly attended; the Bible 
often read, family and cloſer worſhip regarded, Sin will be 
loatbſqme, and zerdleſs converſe with ſinners left and forſaken, 
"The ſabbath will be a delight, and the holy of the Lord bo- 
norable. The heart will be warm, faith aQive, and the frame 
lively, Chrifians will often cry, ** Come and hear all ye that 
fear God, and we will declare what he hath done for our ſouls.” 
Sen ious, ſenſible converſe, about ſoul affairs and eternal things, 
is not only the delight of Chriſtians, but a very pleaſing * 
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of the inward power of Religion, and a 10 erdence : 
and in ſhort, Se, there is — the Chrilien ſhould ſo much 
wiſh for and follow after. When we read the Word of God, 
and ſee therein accounts of enſinently, ' godly and pious. men, 
how ſhould it ſtimulate and ſtir us up to wiſh we were like them; 
or that we could, in ſome happy meaſure, imitate ſuch fair orĩ · 
ginals.—— For inſtance, it is {aid of Exoch and Noah, that they 
<ualked with God — of Abrabam, that he was the friend of God 1 
of Moſes, that he was faithfel in the houſe of God; of David, 
that he was @ man after God's own Heart ; —of Daniel, that he 


was greatly beloved of God ;—of Jeſab, that he did that which 


cas right in the Sight of the Lord, and declined neither to the right 
band, nor to the left ; — of Obadiah, that be feared the Lord great- 
ly ; —of Zacharias and his pious Confort, that they were both 
righteaus before God, walking in all the Commandments and Ordi- 
nances of the Lord, 2 ;—of the MesstAn' fore · runner, that 
he was a burning and a ſhining light ; —of Stephen, that he was 
Full of faith, of power, and of- the Holy Gboft ; —of Barnabas, 
that he was good man, and full of the Fob Ghoſt, "ant of faith. 
But the time would fail us to tell of all the illuſtrious cha- 
racers that adorn the pages of ſacred Hiſtory, and filled their 
reſpeAMive places in religious ' ſociety, from age to age: — re- 
markable for their faith and-fortitude ; their ſteadineſs and hu- 


mility ; their patience and piety ; their love to God and men; 


their zeal and fervor in the Cauſe of Jeſus ; — in a word, for 
their godlineſs, uſefulneſs, holineſs and obedience. In the 
eleventh Chapter of the Hebrews, we are preſented with a lift 
of ſome of thoſe heroes and worthies ; the peruſal of which is 


enough to make the holieſt man living bluſh for his fins and 


ſhort comings; and to burn with holy Zeal for God and the 
Goſpel: To make him bitterly lament that he is ſo very a 
dwarf in the knowledge of heavenly things ; that he falls fo far 
ſhort, not only of the bright example of his Sayiour and Lord, 
but alſo of multitudes of his ſervants, | _ wer 
- Surely, Brethren, the times call loudly upon us, to gird our 
loins and trim our lamps. The appearances of things are aw- 
fully hoftite. And amongſt the many inquiries and out-cries, 
reſpecting the ſtate of the nation ;” what care is there taken 
to inquire into the ftate of Religion ? What are arts, arms 
zopulation, wealth, &c, without the power and practice of 
Religion ? The great king * uſed to ſay, © he was con- 
vinced, that the contempt of divine Worſhip deftroys a ſtate ; 
and that the obſervance of it occaſions the 1 of a peo- 
ple.“ And a wiſer Man than Alfred bas ſaid, Righteovineſs 
exalteth a nation, but Sin is the reproach of any people.“ There 
is nothing but fin that can injure us, ftriftly Ling: Omit- 
| Puries of Religion, and violating the Commands of 
God, will, ſooner or later, bring miſery, dier nal miſery, if not 
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prevented by eternal mercy, on every ſoul of Man that doeth 
evil. But how bleſſed is that Nation, that Congregation, that 
-Family, that Perſon, who fears the Lord, and delights in his 
Commandments? Hence we read, ** that in the houſe of the 
righteous there is much treaſure: Not indeed much world! 
treaſure, in many of their houſes, being of the poor of this 
world, but heavenly treaſure : —And what is this heavenly trea- 
ſure bur the Word of God, the Grace of God, the Proſence of 
God, and the Bleſing of God? This is treaſure, that moth 
cannot eat, ruſt corrupt, or thief ſteal. Poſſeſſed of this, we 
can never be poor; deſtitute, of this, we can never be rich. 
— We hope, dear Brethren, this beavenly treaſure is found in 
your houſes; and if ſo, conſider your bappineſs, your dignity, 
and your duty. Remember, that Religion is not a mere name, 
form, or faſhion: It is indeed the moſt bleſſed thing on Earth; 
it is the one thing necdfirl ! To. fn the Love of God, —to feel 
the Life of God, and to lime to the Glory of God, 7s «the reat 
Felicity and trat dignity of good Men, 8 N 
. Theſe blefled Souls, we are told, ** dwell in God, and God in 
them.” That they are not under the law ; that tothem there 
is no condemnation; no charge againſt them, in the Court of 
Heaven, or the Oracles of C od, Neither tribulation, fa- 
mine, fire, peril, perſecution, angels, or death, ſhall be able 
to ſepatate them from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt 

eſus our Lotd.” Some, perhaps, remember the account of 
the good Man, in his dying moments, defiriog the eighth chap- 
ter of the Roman; might be read; and his eye-ſight being al- 
moſt gone, dZfired his finger might be put upon - words juſt 
cited, and aſked; Is it on? and being told it was.—Then ſaid, 
© Now God be with you, my dear children; I have breakfaſted 
with you, and ſhall ſup with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;* and fo 
died: — Happy dying indeed! So may our beloved Brethren 
and ſo may their Elders and Meſſengers die! In this life, faith 
one, the Glory of Heaven is but revealed to us; but, in the 
life to come, it ſhall be revealed in us, «The proſpect the Goſs 
pel opens to the living and the dying Chriſtian, is very pro- 
miſing aud pleaſing; but inany may know the Hiffory of the 
Goſpel, who never knew the My/fery of it, Be careful then, 
Sirs, to examine your hearts, and conſider whether they are 
right in the Sight of God. A /ound heart, faith Solomon, is 
the life of the fleſh;” and we may add, it is the life of the 
A... „ 

Labor and long after Communion with God: L earn the 
le ſſon of ly contentment ; and remember, that he that 
deſerves xothizz, ſhould be content with any thing. The World's 
all, is nothing at all. It is more worth, faith one, than all the 
mines in the world, to be able to ſay, Chriſt is mine. In this 
{aying two capital Bleſſings are contained; 1ft. A perſonal — 
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tereſt in Chriſt; 2d. A poſitive Aſſutance of it. The firſt, is 
the common privilege of All who believe; the latter may not 


be ſo. But in this they may take comfort, that it is Intereſt; 


and not the Aſkrance of Intereſt, in which their ſecurity lies. 
It is better to poſſeſs an humble Diffidence, than a vain Confidence; 


I do not believe every one, (ſaid Mr. Dopp, to a doubring 


friend) that ſaith he hath grace; nor every one that ſaith he 
hath no-grace.” By and by, every man's work will be tried 
of what fort it is. We ſhall ſoon difeern who they are that 
ſerve God; and who they are that ſerve him not. Look nar- 
rowly, dear Brethren, into your tempers and characters. Re- 


member the awful obligations you are under, to be cireumſpect, 


humble, peaceable, patient and holy. 

God has given you talents, and commands you t6 oce upy till 
he comes; then ſhall you be called to an account 3 und it -ſtall 
be known how much every man hath gained by trading. Let 
no means. of getting, N efcape you; ho oppor- 
tunity of waiting upon God be neglected by you. The eye 
of God, more ſwift than lightning, flaſhes throvgh your whole 
conduct, and your whole ſouls. There is a e bene taken 
in Heaven of every ſabbath, ſermon, otdinance, and praye! - 
meeting you neglect and omit. Ves, Sirs, there is a very ſtrict 
account kept by Him who is the ſearcher of hearts; of all ve 
are, want, do, or think, Pf. exxxix. 4. Mal. iii. 16. All 
things are open and naked to the eyes of Him with whom we 
have to do; Heb. iv. 13. Confider then, dear Friends, the 
ſolemn obligations that God hath laid upon you. You profeſs 
the doctrines of Free grace; but remember, as one ſaith, thut 
Free grace calls aloud: for Fall duty:“ And adds, A Saint 
ſhould not do good works to Jive, but /ive to do good works. 
Let Chriſlians, ſaith he, do their %, and then let the world 
do their worſt. And, He is the beſt Chriſtian (not who 7alt; 
moſt of God) but he who «va/ks moſt with God.“ Hence, 
we read of Men walking with the Lams in white, and 
are counted worthy, Religion is not matter of Curie, but 
Choice; not to be 8 "4p as we pleaſe, and when we pleaſe; 
but as God pleaſes, The manner and meaſure of our Duty, 
and of every branch of our holy Religion, is marked out in the 
divine Word. Here we are taught the way to Pappinefs, and 
the way of Holineſs. The good Man, who makes Conſcience 
of ſearching his Bible and Is heart; of hearing the Goſpel, 
and of Prayer to God, is in a fair way of being both very happy; 
and very uſeſul. Wicked men, to quell convictions and quench 
grief, fly to their companions and their cups; but a good man, 
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ta order to obtain eaſe to his troubled heart, will go to his Bible 
und his God. While this is youf ractice, r Brethren, 
us communities, as fathilies, as individuals; we ſhall be able 
to entertain the moſt pleaſing hopes of you,” We wiſh you well 


as ro this life, and ey pray yout trades and commerce may 
proſper and flouriſh ; ar the ſame time, that. you may ſo-»/e, as 
never to abuſe, theſe good things : But your Religion, Sirs, your 
| Souls and their Safvation, lie neareſt our hearts. For a profeſ- 
ſor to incteaſe in worldly wealth and grandeur; and to ſhine in 
the circles of the gay and rich; ard at the ſame time, his poor 
ſoul is declining ; prayer, reading, and meditation, fre tly 
omitted, is no pleafing conſideration. How much more delight - 
ful is ir, to fit with a poor good man, in the corner of his cot - 
tage, to converſe with him about Jeſus aud Heaven; to find 
him with the Bible in his hands, and ſee him all-ahve for God; 
—than to fit on the carpets of the rich, ſurtounded with gran · 
deur and wealth ; with ſcarce a poſſibility of getting a religious 
fentence out of his mouth; though perhaps a profeſſor aud a 
Church member. O, dear Brethren! take care of being de- 
ceived by the ſhew of ſenſe. Do not neglect 1 of 
a religious nature through a mere forged neceſſity. If either 
divine things, or carnal things mult give way ; let it be the latter. 
It is better to want opportunities for the improvement of our 
hearts; than to want hearts for the improvement of our oppor- 
tunities. Don't be ſatis fied with notion and ſorms in your religion: 
pray that it may be powerful and practical. The motions of 
grace, ſays a divine, are better than the notions of grace. Re- 
member that the day is coming when God will write TEKEL 
on every caraal man, and thing weighed in the balances they will 
be found wanting. We wiſh you, dear Brethreu, to abide firm 
in your principles, and to abound iti every branch of your holy 
profeſſion. Shew yourſelves real friends to your Country, wellwiſh- 
ers to other Denominations, tender-hearted and charitable to the 
poor, free and open, generous and benevolent in all your deport- 
ment before men. Let gravity, ſincerity, the fear of God and a love 
to che Lord Jeſus Chriſt diſtinguiſh you, wherever you are. Cheriſn 
the moſt render concern for poor finners and miſtaken profeſſors ; 
und let their caſes lie near your hearts, when you are approaching 
to God. Shew eadernel to the weak and the tempred: Like 
your Maſter, ** take the lambs in your arms, and carry them in 
your boſom.” Or like Job, be eyes to the blind, aud ſeet to 
the lame; deliver the poor when he crieth, the fatherleſs and 
him that hath no helper. Let the bleſſing of him that was ready 
to periſh come upon you, and cauſe the widow's heart to ſing for 
joy.” In all your religious conduct, exerciſe candour, forbear- 
ance and charity, ; yet let not your charity govern your con/ciences : 
Be careful that the former do not ſtruggle for dominion with the 
latter, but let them go hand in hand. In your temper * 
— 0 


— „ rr 


| 1 6 j 
6FeNion, be pitiful and courteous; but in all matters of faith 


aud practice, ſteady. and conſcientious, | Make allowances for 
the frailties of fallible men, white ry are unſhaken as tocks to 
y 


the truths of God, Give plent of your candor and cha- 
rity, to the miſtaken and erroneous; of your tears and prayers ; 
but give not away a fingle grain of ſacred ttuth. “ Be thou 
faitbful unto death, ſaith Jeſus, and I will give thee a crow 

of life.”*—-Eternity is at hand, Sire ! The figns of the Son of 


man will ſoon be ſeen in heaven; the Judgment ſet, and the 


Books opened. The cry of, Awake and ſing, ye that dwell 
jn the duft,” will ſoon be heard; The promiſe ot: the Saviour 
is, 4 Surely I come quickly, — and the prayer of the Church 

is, Even fo, come Lord Jeſus.” Be ye alſo ready,” is the 
awful admonition of our divine Lord. And. we beg leave to _ 
What readineſs or forwardneſs you diſcover, for the ſervice o 

God below, and the Glory of God above? Are you, like /rael 
on the memorable evening of their departure frem g nt, ſtand. 
ing #eady with yotr loins girded, your Jhoes on your feet and your 


Baffin your band? Are you crying, Make haſte, my beloved, 


and be thou like to a roe or a young hart upon the mountains of 
ſpices ?“ Or like Sierg's mother, looking out at the window, 
erying thro? the lattice, Why is his Chariot ſo long in 
coming ? Why tarry the wheels of his Chariots ?“ It is a great 
mercy to be willing to live, or ready to die. Death ſpeaks. the 
fame language to the believer, Martha did to Mam, The 
Maſter is come, and calleth thee ;”—and he ariſes quickly 
and goes to Jeſus. Watch then, dear Brethren, for ye know 
pot when your Lord will come. Give the world convincing 
roofs that you are not of it, and that you long to /rave it. 
elare plainly that you ſeek a better country, thut is, an 
heavenly : And while God permits your time to %; do not 
permit it to be 4%. May your paſtors be able to give up their 


| account of you with joy, and not with grief. For. what iz 


our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in 
the preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at bis coming? Permit us 
to addrefs you as Paul did Philemon * % Yea, Brethren, let u 
have joy of you in the Lord; refreſh our bowels in the Lord. 
Pray for us, that God may bleſs us; and help us to pray for you. 
O may this blefſed intercourſe of ſupplications be free as th 
light, fervent as the heat, and regular as the revolving - bours of 
a glorious ſummer day. | 

We wiſh you, dear . riends, to be, and to enjoy, whatever is 
attainable and poſſible in the prefent life; that will make you 
kouorable in the eyes of men now; and happy hereafter, God 

aut you health in your bodies, happineſs in your families, 
tucceſs in your callings ; and, above all, peace in your ſouls 
and your aſſemblies ; with a growing meetneſs for God a 
heavea. Go on, Sirs, with the molt ſerious attention to = 
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fouls affairs. Stand faſt in the faith; cleave cloſe one to anos 
ther g love as brethren ; a& like men of God | like the val 
of Iſrae!, or as an army 2 banners. \ Endeavour always to 
prove the truth of yqur dodrinaF" prineiples by the purity of 
yuur morals, Orthodoxy in ſentiment, without integrity 
canduR, will only tend to harden the gainſayer and dikours 
the enquirer. It was matter of the greateſt joy to the Apoſtle 
Fobn, that he found the El Lady and ber children <valling 
in the truth; and ſolemnly exhorts them to take care, thut the 
might not loſe the things they had wrought, but that they 
7 57 receive a full reward. Fear not to ſuffer fot the ſake vf 
brit and truth. Chriſt bors our car, ſald one, and there= 
fore it is hut reaſonable- that we ſhould bear his croſs : And in- 
deed ſo it muſt be, if we ate the tue diſciples and followers 
of Jeſus. But we take our leave, for this . year, with the 
warmeſt aſſurances of our affectionate regards for your beſt in- 
tere ſts.— May God be gracjous ; and ſeſus precioug to every 
ſoul among you! May you glorify God in your temper, cha- 
rater, life aud death; and finally, may we all join, in the 
Lord's own time, the general aſſembly and Church of the firſt- 
born ; and with them fing Halleluſals to God and the Lamb for 
ever and ever: So pray, aud ſo conclude your aſſectionate Bi · 
æhten is Jeſas our Lord. e e ee Ny He 
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ba big ned in behalf of tle Meſſengers by the Moderator, 


22 * : James Gurner. 
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s OST of e ON" OO in ſafety on Tyueſtay 

evening, and after ſome. time ſpent in prayer, Brother 

"URNER was Choſen MoptrATor , the Letters from the bers 
ral Churches were read, minutes taken, and their contems con, 
fidered, . In general, the Churches are in peace, and we hops 
have the truth amongſt them, and love it. Sereral Letters 
make mention of the Fate of public affairs, and recommended 


faſting and prayer, as highly neceſſary at the preſent awful 


criſis, that God may be pleaſed in mercy, to remember us, re- 
form and bleſs us, "This opportunity was cloſed b prayer. 
We met again next morning for prayer, One of the 0 
produced the Circular Letter, which was read and pproved, 
At ten o'clock the pyblic ſervice was introduced by 18 ing and 
prayer by Brother Hitter ; Brother Bzxypowe 229 2 from 
t Kings xvili. 17. Art thou he that troubleth Iſracl?- and Brother 


Halt concluded the morning ſeryice, —At two o'clock.the ſer- 


vice was introduced as before; Bother SuTCLIFy prayed ; Bro- 
ther Asy preached from 2 Cor. iv. 3. And if our Goſpel bt bid, it is 
hid to them that are a; and Brother Eyans concluded by 

rayer,—We met again in the evening, fix o'clock 3* Brother 
12 Burrxawoarn prayed, Brother Dozs preached 
from Luke viii, 18. Take heed fherefore how you hear ; and 


cloſed the ſolemnities of the Aſſociation by prayer. 


The preſent STATE of e CHURCHES. 
Added this year—Baptiſed © 353 


Death . . = 21 

Loſt by «+ { Diſmifion - ! 

| _ LExcluſion » - 6 
1 ä PRES 
Total Increaſe — — . 27 


| Agreed; to keep a Day of Faſting and Prayer between the 
Hay and Corn Hz veſts, on ſuch days us may be moſt conve- 
uient to the Cb urches. 


The Aſſociation next year to be at Cirencefter; our Brethren 
PoyxTING and L. ButtexworTn to preach; in caſe of failure, 
Brother As x. 

de Put up at the Ran. 


* 


THE END, 


